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August Church Services  St. Andrew's, Sandon 
Sunday 2nd  Trinity 9 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 4th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  
   followed by Tea & Chat 
Thursday 6th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at East Hanningfield 
Sunday 9th  Trinity 10 
 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
 3:00 pm Tea on the Green 
Tuesday 11th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  
   followed by Tea & Chat 
Thursday 13th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 
Sunday 16th  Trinity 11 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 18th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  
   followed by Tea & Chat 
Thursday 20th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 
Sunday 23

rd
  Trinity 12 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 25

th
  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  

   followed by Tea & Chat 
Wednesday 26

th 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer
  

Thursday 27
th

  
 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Little Baddow 
Sunday 30

th
  Trinity 13 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors  
 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910  
 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Mary Atwell Treasurer   
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 
Dear friends, 
What is Worship? 

The act of worship is something 

every Christian engages in and 

the concept of worship is a com-

mon part of the Christian vocab-

ulary. However, both the act and 

the concept of worship are not 

easily defined. The act of Chris-

tian worship does not conform to 

any specific action or series of 

actions and the concept does not 

fit neatly into a five to ten word 

definition. 
This is illustrated by the fact that 

as many as seven different He-

brew words are used to describe 

both the actions and the con-

cepts of worship. Interestingly, all 

the terms in Hebrew that relate 

to the concept of worship involve 

some form of specific action. In 

other words, we cannot separate 

the concept of worship from the 

response and actions that wor-

ship elicits from the worshipper. 
The English word worship is de-

rived from Old English worth-
scipe, meaning worthiness or 

worth-ship. So in its simplest 

concept, worship is to give worth 

to something. Christian worship 

is not simply worth to something, 

but is focused on the Almighty 

Triune God. Because of who 

God is, and all he has done, re-

vealed in the many names of 

God used throughout the scrip-

tures, worship that is ascribing 

worth to God, involves a multi-

plicity of actions on our part. 
A quick review of the Hebrew 

terms related to worship reveals 

both the many dimensions of the 

concept of worship and the 

range of responses or actions in 

expressing worship to God. 

Halal is the most common 

term expressing worship. It 

means to be clear (in sound or in 

colour), to shine, to make a 

show, or to boast. The implica-

tion is to make loud, clear 

sounds of praise. The English 

word hallelujah comes from a 

combination of the Hebrew 

words halal and Yahweh (or Yah) 
Yadah is another common He-

brew term for worship used 101 

times as well as a related word 

Todah. Both of these terms 

come from the root yad meaning 

hand which is an expression of 

worship that involves the use of 

hands. This is where the person 

holds out one’s hand as a sign of 

praise. 
Barak is used 80 times and 

means to bow, stoop down or 

prostrate oneself as an act of 

submission or reverence. 
Tehillah as a noun is related to 

the verb halal. It means the offer-

ing of praise and celebration, 

specifically with hymns or songs 
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of praise. It may also sometimes 

mean singing spontaneous new 

songs to God by adding words to 

a melody from the heart. 
Zamar has the root Hebrew 

meaning of touching the strings 

or parts of musical instruments. 

Its use as an expression of wor-

ship was in the playing of instru-

ments accompanied by voices, 

to celebrate or give praise with 

instruments and voices. 
Shabach means literally to ad-

dress in a loud tone. It is praise 

or a proclamation with a loud 

voice or a shout. 

Through this brief review one 

can see the variety of concepts 

as well as expressions of wor-

ship in the scriptures. One can 

also see how the concept of wor-

ship cannot be separated from 

specific acts or expressions of 

worship. 
Worship is not defined or limited 

to any specific action or context. 

Rather, it uses every means and 

expression available to us, 

through all kinds of gifts, music, 

instruments, movement, art, col-

our, light and language. 
Worship is not limited or defined 

by location. When Jesus was 

asked about where one should 

worship, he responded by saying 

that true worshippers will wor-

ship the Father in spirit and truth. 

In other words, worship has less 

to do with location or context, 

than the content and the heart of 

worship. The two primary ele-

ments of true worship are spirit 

and truth. 
The heart of worship needs to be 

spirit led. We are led, inspired 

and empowered in our worship 

by the Holy Spirit. The content of 

worship needs to be based on 

the truth as taught through the 

scriptures and it needs to be fo-

cussed on the one who declared 

I am the Truth. True worship re-

quires both qualities. If worship 

focuses only on content, even if 

it is entirely based on truth, it will 

become lifeless ritual. On the 

other hand, worship that is fo-

cussed only on the heart, with a 

lack of content, even with the 

desire to be led by the Spirit, will 

become like drifting breezes 

without direction. 
So what is worship? Perhaps we 

can encapsulate it by saying that 

worship is ascribing worthiness 

to the One who alone is all wor-

thy, as an attitude of the heart, 

led by the Spirit and grounded by 

the Truth, finding expression 

through every means, media and 

instrument available to us; both 

intensively in times of consecrat-

ed devotion, and extensively 

through a lifestyle of devoting all 

we are and all we do as a reflec-

tion of our heart of worship to 

Him. Terry 
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Pilgrim Course 

This course has been designed 

for people to find out more about 

the Christian Faith. 
Why not come and enjoy the 

friendship of the group? 

In the St Andrew’s Room, we 

begin at 7 pm with a meal and 

chat and then at 7:30 pm there 

will be coffee or tea and our 

discussions will begin. 

We begin the next series, 

entitled The Creeds, on 

Wednesday 2nd September. 

Contents 
August Services P2 
Who’s Who P3 
Terry’s letter P4 
Pilgrim Course P6 
Tea on the Green P7 
Men’s Breakfast P8 
Art Exhibition P10 
Messy Church P11 
Harvest P11 
Ride & Stride P12 
Celebrating Marriage P14 
Gardening doctor P16 
Registers P17 
Open Gardens P17 
WI Reports P18 
God’s Senior Silver Service P20 
Best Kept Churchyard P23 
VJ Day Eric Andrews  P24 
Lost Pictures P27 
Golf Poem P28 
Racism P29 
A Light Matter P30 
Jonah and the Teacher P30 
Our Page P31 
Church Contacts Back Page 
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Tea on the Green 
NB Change of Date 
Apologies but due to 
circumstances beyond our 
control. 

Over 150 people came last year 

and we look forward to seeing 

more this year. 

At 3 pm you will be 

served a free cup 

of tea or coffee 

and homemade 

cake. At 4 pm we 

will be joined by 

the Chelmsford 

Salvation Army 

Band for a Songs 

of Praise.  
 
 

Do join us and make sure you 

bring something to sit on. 

Sunday 9
th

 August  
3 pm–5 pm 
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Saturday 15
th

 August 

8.30 am – 10 am  
Men’s Breakfast.  
At Butts Green Garden Centre 
Speaker: 
Father. Tom Page who will talk 

on 'Faith and Humour'.  
Please sign the list at the back of 

the church if you wish to come or 

telephone Revd. Terry Brown on 

01245 698988 to book your 

place  

 

A Prayer for the Middle 
East 
‘Father, there is so much pain 

and conflict across the Middle 

East. We pray that timely help 

and support reaches all who are 

in need. We pray for leaders 

throughout the region and ask 

you to turn their hearts towards 

peace. As leaders around the 

world consider how to respond, 

please grant them wisdom and 

insight. Lord Jesus, you are the 

Prince of Peace. We pray for an 

end to the violence and ask you 

to turn stories of sadness to 

ones of hope across the region. 

In your precious name we pray. 
Amen 

From Tearfund  
(following Jesus where the need 

is greatest) 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
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Harvest Festival  

Sunday 27th September at 10am 

Please bring your gifts to the 

service for the Chelmsford 

Foodbank 

In most need 
Fruit Juice cartons/long life, 
Sugar 

Still needed 
Tinned Tomatoes,  
Tinned Potatoes,  
Instant mash packets,  
Snack bars,  
sponge puddings tinned,  
Men’s toiletries, Washing powder 

Not needed 
Baked beans, pasta, 

Tinned soup or tinned Fruit 

Thank you 

Coming to Sandon beginning on 

Sunday 20th September  
from 3pm to 5pm 

• Fun in Church for families 
• Meet Jesus 
• Creativity, hospitality and 

celebration 

• For all ages 
We will meet once a month on 

20th September, 18th October, 

15th November and then Messy 

Christingle on 13th December. 

We would love as many to join 

us and it would be helpful for us 

to know numbers in order to 

provide equipment and food.  

Please register by emailing Terry 

on tgabrown@hotmail.com 
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Ride & Stride Saturday  
12

th
 September 2015 

This national event was started 

by the Suffolk Historic Churches 

Trust and Essex joined it in 

1983. Nowadays over 30 

counties take part on the second 

Saturday each September from 

10.00am – 6.00pm. The best 

part is that you can choose your 

own itinerary, visiting the places 

that you want, because there is 

no set route. 
Half of the 

money raised 

goes to the 

church or 

chapel of 

your choice, 

and the other 

half is 

credited to 

the Friends of 

Essex 

Churches 

grants fund. 

Ride & Stride 

day is a special Open Day for 

churches throughout the UK. It is 

a wonderful way to visit churches 

which might otherwise be closed 

and the event usually coincides 

with Heritage Open Days. 

Another Friends event took place 

when Dr Rowan Williams, Lord 

Williams of Oystermouth, spoke 

to “How Buildings Tell a Story” at 

the 3rd Gepp Lecture after the 

AGM of the Friends’ of Essex 

Churches Trust on 13th May at 

Chelmsford Cathedral. He said 

that he had been given a blank 

canvas but pointed out this could 

produce unexpected results. An 

Oxford Theological Society had 

asked a theologian to give a talk 

about a topic of his choice. He 

did so by talking about the 

Railways of North Yorkshire! 

Dr Williams 

said he was 

going to tell 

the story of 

3½ churches. 

He began 

with All Saints 

Oystermouth. 

He described 

how he had 

his ado-
lescent years 

there and it 

provided a 

space for his 

young development. 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

Jerusalem has a long history 

which shows how hard it can be 

for Christians to agree and this 

was clearly in evidence but 

nonetheless it had a richness of 

heritage providing a valuable 

historic space. 
Next he spoke of Christ the 

Saviour in Moscow near 

Spassky’s Tower - he described 
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it as hideous - it had been rebuilt 

after demolition and used as a 

swimming pool but in the same 

old fashioned style, which is now 

not appropriate. 
Finally he spoke of a church in 

Zimbabwe near Harare. The 

Bishop there had effectively 

evicted the local Christians from 

the churches so they were using 

an old cinema. It had no carpets, 

flip up seats with shoddy 

upholstery, all rather rag-tag but 

it had something special. Its 

space was the important aspect. 

On reflection he felt it a whole 

church because of the peoples’ 

enthusiasm, not half because of 

its looks. 

A church building is a dramatic 

place where you can be 

surprised & engaged. Church 

buildings can slow us down & 

open us up. In our love of church 

buildings we can discover a 

sense of excitement about our 

humanity. Sometimes when you 

go into them there is a ‘pregnant’ 

expectation. 

Stephen Cottrell, the Bishop of 

Chelmsford, gave a vote of 

thanks after Dr Williams had 

answered questions, noting how 

broadly Dr Williams is read as he 

had engaged Stephen’s son at a 

meal talking about a range of 

literature. 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 
Do contact  

Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Our Page Answers 

1.  150 

2.  40 
3.  3 
4.  2 
5.  969 
6.  7 
7.  127 
8.  5 
9.  14 
10.  276 
 



Sandon Parish Magazine August 2015 Page 14 

Dos y Dos in Marriage 
After being married in 

St Andrews Church, Sandon 

around 11 months ago it was an 

absolute pleasure to receive an 

invitation to Terry's wedding 

afternoon tea, on Sunday 14th 

June 2015. 
On arrival we were greeted by 

Terry, as well 

as a selection 

of couples 

recently 

married in St 

Andrews 

Church. In 

addition to us 

newlyweds 

there were 

some of our 

lovely regular 

faces, Janet & 

Dennis, Beryl 

& Michael to 

name a few. 
Terry had 

mentioned to 

us before 

arriving, not to 

eat much 

before-hand as there was to be 

quite a spread and he was not 

wrong! There were sandwiches, 

cocktail sausages, crisps, dips, 

crudités, scones with fresh 

cream and jam, carrot cake, 

chocolate cake, and not to 

mention wedding cake! All 

washed down with what seemed 

like endless pots of tea made by 

the lovely Alison. 

After our first course of what felt 

like endless sandwiches and 

savoury snacks, Edward and 

Sarah Carter, from Chelmsford 

Cathedral, spoke to us about 

what it means to be married, 

they shared 

some stories 

with us about 

their 

marriage, its 

challenges 

and how they 

have 

overcome 

them, as well 

as some very 

wise words. 

Married for 25 

years meant 

they have at 

least 24 years 

more 

experience 

than all the 

newly-weds 

that attended 

the lunch, and it was really nice 

to hear that after 25 years 

Edward and Sarah are still very 

much happily married. One of 

the moments that stuck in my 

mind was when Edward was 

speaking about holding one 

another; it’s very easy to stand 

opposite one another and hold 
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each other in an 

embrace, where 

all you can see 

is that person, 

but if you turn 

around and 

stand back to 

back you will see 

everything 

around you, with 

the support of 

your loved one stopping you fall, 

putting your trust in that person. 

This was really poignant for me. I 

feel that its important for my 

husband and me to grow as 

individuals, as well as a couple 

with our new married identity, 

supporting each other through 

everything, facing the world and 

seeing everything around us 

rather than being cocooned into 

just one line of sight. 

Then came the second 

course…. CAKE! The scones 

with fresh cream and jam were 

just delicious, the chocolate cake 

perfectly baked, 

and the carrot 

cake so fresh it 

made your 

mouth water! It 

was about this 

time when Chris 

(my husband) 

and I were 

talking to Terry 

that he said to 

us, “This has 

been a dream 

of mine ever 

since I was in 

St Nicholas 

Church in Great 

Wakering.” 

Terry went on to 

tell us that he 

initially asked 

the Vicar at St 

Nicholas Church whether they 

could host an afternoon tea 

some years ago, but he 

respectfully declined the offer. It 

was just lovely watching 

everyone talking, laughing and 

joking about their experiences of 

married life, it made me feel very 

lucky to be married, and able to 

share my own stories about our 

marriage so far. 

Shortly after the cake 

came…..MORE CAKE!! Beryl 

had made the most wonderful 

fruit wedding cake. We then had  

a lovely bubbly surprise! A toast 

was made by 

Michael. Beryl 

and Michael 

have been 

married for 55 

years. This is 

such an 

incredible 

achievement. 

What I found so 

special was that 
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even after all that time they still 

made each other laugh. Whilst 

Michael was speaking, he 

mentioned to us that his 

marriage has been '55 years of 

green pastures' and that he was 

lucky his marriage had been this 

way. We toasted 'To Marriage' 

and ate our wedding cake. 

Shortly after Michael spoke, 

Beryl got up and explained that 

they met when Michael came for 

a job interview in her place of 

work. When he arrived she 

remarked about his surname 

'Puffett' …. “I could never marry 

a man with the name 'Puffett'” …

how very wrong she was indeed! 
It was so lovely to speak to 

people who had recently married 

in the church, and it was all the 

more special that we had all 

experienced the service taken by 

Terry. Terry really is such a lovely 

man, his dedication to 

St Andrews is just wonderful, if it 

weren’t for him, we wouldn’t 

have been able to experience 

such an enlightening afternoon 

shared with lovely people. Thank 

you Terry, and everyone that 

helped to make your dream 

come true. 
Jemma Marriott 

 

 

 

The Gardening Doctor 
 
Do you suffer from Plumbago? 
Is you back a little sore 
Or perhaps it’s Pyracanthus 
Which you caught in Singapore? 
You’ve a nasty little Hosta 
Which I think I’ll have to lance 
And I notice a Spirea 
Has been leading you a dance! 
Are getting a little forgetful, 
Is Nemesia the cause? 
Does your Antirrhinum pain you 
When you’re walking out of 

doors? 
You’ve had Skimmed Rubella. 
I can see by your nose. 
And Cornus Capitosa 
Has played havoc you’re your 

toes! 
How is your Viburnam Tinus? 
Have you lost your sense of 

smell? 
Use a Syringa Reflexa. 
That should keep you well. 
I’m afraid your Macrocarpus 
Isn’t really up to scratch, 
And do avoid Nigella, 
It’s a nasty thing to catch! 
Still, I think you’re doing nicely. 
Watch the Quercus in your 

knees. 
Take your Berberis twice nightly 
Cheerio! Next patient please! 

Anon 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 

www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 

the month preceding publication. 

Register Entries 
We commended into God’s care 

at her memorial service 
Susan Champness   
 Friday 10th July 

We record too the death of John 

Willsmer on 8th July and offer our 

condolences to his family. 

This month we mark the falling of 

Frederick George Bowen, a 

Lance Corporal in 1st Battalion, 

Essex Regiment. He was born in 

Romford and enlisted at Warley, 

Essex after becoming a resident 

in Sandon. He was killed in 

action in Gallipoli on Friday 6th 

August 1915. 

 

Open Gardens 
Vanessa Davis of Farleigh 

Hospice writes, “Thanks for your 

message and sorry about the 

slow response. I’m just getting 

someone who is more 

experienced with our database 

than I am to check, but I think 

the final figure is £2696.46. 

We’re delighted with this result 

and really appreciate the hard 

work of the committee, garden 

owners and the many other 

supporters who made it all 

possible. 
“I understand that it’s planned to 

move to alternate years for the 

Sandon Open Gardens, but as 

soon as we’re through this 

season we’ll be back in touch to 

explore the possibility of an 

alternative event for next year! 

Thanks so much for all of your 

support, and I will let you know if 

the total raised is anything other 

than I’ve shown above.” 
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Sandon WI Reports 

June 2015 
Sandon WI met on a beautiful 

afternoon in June and perhaps 

this was why numbers were 

down. The speaker was Kay 

Baker from Hill and Abbots - 
Solicitors. Her talk was about 

Later Life Planning, financially 

and socially. Although a lot of us 

had made such arrangements 

we all learned something new. 

She made the talk very 

interesting with examples, mainly 

about her granddad’s 

experiences. As Kay was heavily 

pregnant we wanted her to sit 

down whilst answering questions 

as no member of Sandon WI is a 

qualified midwife. 
Our quiz team were 

congratulated on winning their 

heat and were wished good luck 

for the final. The recent Sandon 

walk was a great success with 

over 50 Essex WI members 

taking part on a glorious day. 

Plans are being made for the 

Sandon Church Fete, The 

Mildmay Group meeting and the 

August visit to Perrywoods for 

our garden meeting. 
After tea, Dorothy Gray told of 

her day at the Buckingham 

Palace WI garden party where 

8000 WI ladies from all over the 

country took tea and cucumber 

sandwiches in the Queen’s 

garden, whilst two military bands 

played and Beefeaters 

welcomed members with a guard 

of honour. The Duchess of 

Cornwall, Princess Alexandra 

and the Countess of Wessex 

shook hands with many 

members and some ladies took 

a chance to wander round the 

gardens which were beautiful. 
Val Chiswell then gave an 

account of the live streaming of 

the 100th AGM held at the Albert 

Hall, which some of us watched 

in Cineworld in Braintree. It was 

a wonderful day with the Queen, 

Princess Anne and Countess of 

Wessex attending, the Albert Hall 

that is, not Cineworld! We joined 

wholeheartedly in the singing of 

Jerusalem and The National 

Anthem and really felt part of the 

meeting. We even applauded the 

speakers. 
Finally several members had 

brought poems about Later Life 

to the WI meeting, which they 

read out. Some were amusing 

and some thought provoking. 

The winner was Monica 

Richardson. 
Our extra activities of Keep Fit 

and Craft are meeting as usual, 

so if you would like to come and 

see what we are doing at any of 

our meetings, you would be most 

welcome. 
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July 2015  
Sandon WI members always 

look forward to the July meeting 

as strawberries and cream, with 

shortbread are served at tea 

time. Thanks to Rose and her 

team we enjoyed them once 

again this year. 
Sandon quiz team came joint 

second this year in the final of 

the County Quiz. The co-
operative entry at Hyde Hall 

County show was awarded good 

marks for the staging of the 

exhibit. Dorothy Gray received a 

gold star for her individual entry, 

with her Parchment craft birthday 

card. Everyone was thanked for 

all their hard work in these 

events. 
Details of the Mildmay Group 

Posh Tea meeting in September 

and proposed trip to Canterbury 

later in the year, were given to 

members, as well as an 

invitation to Boreham WI’s quiz 

in October. So Sandon members 

have plenty to look forward to. 
Voting for The Resolution 

concerning care for the elderly at 

the National AGM did not take 

place and the WI who submitted 

it will be asked to update the 

wording and submit again for 

consideration. The wording was 

why members did not feel able to 

vote for or against the resolution. 

We await any future 

developments. 

Dave Pitt, our speaker, entitled 

his talk Remap Essex. We all 

expected to hear a talk about the 

countryside. Remap Essex is a 

charity that makes equipment for 

people with disabilities. It is a 

group of retired engineers who 

adapt equipment to individual 

needs. He showed us examples 

on a slide show and it was 

amazing the difference it made 

to individual lives, particularly for 

children. It was a thoroughly 

interesting talk. 
The patchwork group are visiting 

Barleylands again, to purchase 

more material for their project 

and of course to also have a cup 

of tea and piece of cake. Our 

craft and chat meeting and Keep 

Fit do not meet in August but will 

resume in September. 
Many members are going to the 

garden meeting, this year at 

Perrywoods garden centre in 

August. No need to worry about 

the rain this year. 
Our meeting in September will 

be back at Sandon Village Hall at 

2 pm and the speaker will be 

Rebecca Perry telling us about 

Colchester Zoo. Come and join 

us, you will be very welcome. 
 

Dorothy Gray 01245 223609 
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God’s Gift for Today’s 
Mission - ‘The Senior 
Silver Service’ 

At Lord’s Cricket Ground the fa-

mous weather vane shows Fa-

ther Time removing the bails 

from the stumps at close of play. 

A majority of worshippers in 

Church of England churches are 

aware that they are playing after 

the tea interval of life. As the 

shadows lengthen over the out-

field, they realise that the whole 

game depends on those last few 

overs. Our key players are walk-

ing to the crease, yet instead of 

cheering, we are discouraging 

them, wishing for younger peo-

ple and investing significant re-

sources in trying to find them... 

But The Game Is Now! 

Thankfully God does not share 

our view. In Scripture we read 

that the greatest heroes were not 

allowed onto the pitch until they 

were of mature years - Abram at 

75 years and Moses at 80 years. 

We are also given prominent role 

models in today’s world viz. HM 

the Queen and Prince Philip, 

Desmond Tutu, and Pope Fran-

cis. Contemporary culture seems 

to idolize youth and marginalise 

the old. To what extent has the 

Church bought into this? 

The Promise Do you not know? 

Have you not heard? The L��� 

is the everlasting God, the Crea-

tor of the ends of the earth. He 

will not grow tired or weary, and 

his understanding no one can 

fathom. He gives strength to the 

weary and increases the power 

of the weak. Even youths grow 

tired and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; but those who 

hope in the L;<= will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk and 

not be faint. Isaiah 40 v 28 – 31 

The prophet Isaiah points to the 

source of effectiveness in Mis-

sion and Evangelism as being in 

the Lord Himself, not youthful-

ness. Here is a message for the 

older person. The Lord who does 

not get weary is able to sustain 

all who put their hope in Him, 

irrespective of their age. Our 

challenge is not about ageing but 

about sustaining our trust and 

passion to serve God. 

The Challenge Therefore, I urge 

you, brothers and sisters, in view 

of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and pleasing to God—this is 

your true and proper worship. Do 

not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you 

Sandon Parish Magazine August 2015 Page 21 

will be able to test and approve 

what God’s will is—his good, 

pleasing and perfect will. Ro-

mans 12 v 1 – 2 

Throughout his letter to the Ro-

mans, Paul has shared his pas-

sion for the amazing mercy of 

God through Jesus, and in con-

clusion urges his readers to re-

spond by giving themselves 

completely to God and the ser-

vice of the Gospel - v1. He then 

warns them about the insidious 

influence of the ‘pattern of this 

world’ and the need for the 

Church to have a ‘renewed 

mind’. 

In the context of this paper this 

could refer to the belief that 

young people are more valuable 

than older people, and that paid 

employees (stipendiaries) are 

more valuable than volunteers 

(SSMs or PTOs). ‘Retirement’ in 

an institution is an acceptable 

way of managing an organisation 

by moving people out and mak-

ing space for others :- but what if 

an institution aspires to express 

the Kingdom of God and that 

‘role’ and ‘vocation’ are the domi-

nant categories rather than ‘job’ 

and ‘retirement’? 

The Application At least there is 

hope for a tree: If it is cut down, 

it will sprout again, and its new 

shoots will not fail. Its roots may 
grow old in the ground and its 

stump die in the soil, yet at the 

scent of water it will bud and put 

forth shoots like a plant. Job 14 v 

7 – 9 

The average age of the UK pop-

ulation is said to be 48 years and 

rising and the proportion of older 

people relative to the whole pop-

ulation is increasing. The aver-

age age of regular worshippers 

in the diocese of Chelmsford is 

63 years, yet the growth in num-

bers of older worshippers is not 

keeping pace with the increase 

in the population as a whole. 

Although we have a responsibil-

ity to bring the Gospel to every 

age group, God has blessed us 

with a high proportion of older 

people in the Church. If this is 

God’s gift to us for this time, 

what is being done to train this 

remarkable and talented group 

of disciples to fulfil the evangelis-

tic mission entrusted to the 

Church of our time? There is a 

challenge to older worshippers to 

reach out to their peers. 

There is a huge advantage in 

deploying older people in Mis-

sion. Broadly speaking they are 

more emotionally stable, more 

honest, less superficial and self- 
centred, less concerned with 
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money and less afraid of death. 

In addition, they bring a life-time 

of experience to the task and 

have much more flexible time, 

since they are not committed to 

earning a living. 

This is not a time to marginalise 

such people, but to value and 

train them and engage with them 

in doing the work of the King-

dom. Looked at in this way the 

Church is seen as rich in people 

resource. There is urgent need 

to invest resources and find 

ways to ignite and sustain a pas-

sion for evangelism. 

Concluding Thoughts  
Even when I am old and grey, do 

not forsake me, my God, till I de-

clare your power to the next gen-

eration, your mighty acts to all 

who are to come. Psalm 71 v18  

Things we have heard and 

known, things our ancestors 

have told us. We will not hide 

them from their descendants; we 

will tell the next generation the 

praiseworthy deeds of the L;<=, 

his power, and the wonders he 

has done. … Then they would 

put their trust in God and would 

not forget his deeds but would 

keep his commands. Psalm 78 
vv 3, 4, 7 

The Holy Spirit is already prepar-

ing the way. Grandparents are 

increasingly taking the role of 

child minders. Do we then need 

Christian Grandparent training? 

Seniors are running youth 

groups. At least 50% of Street 

Pastors are over 65 years and 

are reaching out to the 18 – 35 

year olds. Then there is evange-

listic mission to seniors in the 

shape of Pub Lunch Clubs, 

Messy Church, Holiday Clubs 

etc. What must also not be for-

gotten is that non-Church folk 

might be more effectively influ-

enced for the Gospel if they are 

included in the Leadership Team 

running the event. 

During the period of 

‘Maintenance Mode’ in the 

Church, people were trained to 

live in a kind of zoo, where all 

needs were met, and there was 

a culture of dependence. Now, in 

‘Mission Mode’ I believe that the 

time has come to release the 

under-used resource of older 

believers, so they can engage 

with the world. Let us take cour-

age, trust God and see the 

Game to its end! 

Revd Hugh Dibbens – Evange-

lism Adviser – Barking Episcopal 

Area 

Sandon Parish Magazine August 2015 Page 23 

RCCE Best Kept Churchyard Competition 2015 
On Wednesday 8th July a little team from Sandon went to Writtle 

College to discover the results of the various Rural Community Council 

of Essex Competitions. 
The Best Kept Churchyard completion is sponsored by Lodge & Sons 

(Builders) Ltd., Stebbing & Essex Biodiversity Project (Essex Wildlife 

Trust). 
The results were 1st St Mary-at-Latton Church, Harlow; 2nd St Nicholas’ 

Church, Kelvedon Hatch; 3rd St Andrew's Church, Sandon; Highly 

Commended St Ethelbert and All Saints Church, Belchamp Otten; St 

Andrew's Church, Boreham and St Mary the Virgin Church, Farnham 
Below is a collage of pictures of Cubs and Scouts working hard in the 
churchyard on 13th June. Well done all. 
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VJ Day 
Terry Brown asked if I might find 

something of the history of 

Reverend Eric Leicester 

Andrews who was Rector of 

Sandon from 1936 till 1951 

during which time he was a 

POW held by the Japanese. It is 

a fascinating story and some 

recent events make its retelling 

all the more poignant. He was 

the last Rector to die in service 

and here we see him challenging 

the parish to a project that was 

completed after his death in 

September 1951. The following 

is taken directly from Sandon’s 

magazine in January 1951. The 

cover of this issue is in the style 

of that magazine too. My thanks 

are due to Ian Underwood for 

availing that issue for us. Revd 

Andrews’ grandson Anthony has 

passed on other material with 

which I hope to elaborate this 

fascinating story. Richard Cecil 

To talk about the "days that are 

no more" is an old man's 

privilege and this I intend to do. 

You may avail yourself of your 

privilege of shutting up this 

magazine and reading no more. 
I shall never forget my first 

introduction to Sandon. Having 

walked out from Chelmsford I 

had come to the conclusion that I 

must be nearing Land's End or 

John O’Groats before I espied 

the little cluster of houses and 

the Church. 
That night I lodged in the village 

and was awakened in the middle 

of the night by a peal of bells. It 

was New Year's Day, 1936. It 

was a silly fancy, but I thought 

that the hells were welcoming 

me in as well as the New Year. 

However it was not a silly fancy 

when they did ring out in 

November 1946 to welcome me 

back from Singapore… 
The induction took place on 

January 13th. The church was 

filled and the service was 

followed by a social gathering in 

the WI Hut. 
It is strange that I remember 

more vividly the faces of those 

that have since gone rather than 

those that are still here, so that it 

seems like a party of ghosts. 

There were the two Church 

Wardens, Mr. Heigham and Mr. 

Frank Smith, and there was old 

Miss Gardner, and Nurse Crow 

and Miss Unwin, they have all 

since arrived at Land’s End and 

Life’s Beginning. 
The next event was a Parochial 

Church council meeting at which 

1936 1951  
The Rector reviews the past and dips into the future 
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I was unanimously requested to 

form a Church Choir, for hitherto 

there had been none. This I 

gladly promised to do provided 

that they might be robed. 
Volunteers for the new Choir 

soon came forward and the next 

step was to find a Choir trainer. 

Several names were suggested, 

any of whom would have been 

eminently satisfactory, but as 

Rector I 

wanted 

someone 

over whom 

I might 

have a little 

control. I 

therefore 

(quite 

mistakenly 

from that 

point of 

view) 

chose Mrs. 

Andrews. 

She had 

never 

undertaken 

such work 

before, and 

had perforce to train herself to 

be a trainer. What degree of 

success she has made of it I 

must leave others to judge. May 

I here add that to Mr. Coleman 

(our organist) she owes a debt of 

gratitude for his ungrudging and 

wholehearted co-operation. 

Events that year followed one 

another in quick succession. 

King George was ill, he was 

dying, he was dead. Then 

Edward was the uncrowned king. 

Then, on Dec. 1lth he had 

abdicated and Prince George 

came to the throne, to be 

crowned in the year 1937. 
A year or two of respite brought 

rumours of wars and finally war 

itself, 

declared 

on 

Sunday 

Sept. 3rd, 

1939. 

After a 

shortened 

form of 

Morning 

Prayer the 

whole con

-gregation 

sat upon 

the village 

Green 

awaiting a 

coachload 

of 

evacuees 

who never materialised. 
Not long after this I mentioned to 

the Church wardens that they 

might expect me to join up at any 

time, but I gathered from the 

expression on their faces that 

they did not consider that His 

Delight for Revd. Andrews  
after 7 hours fund raising 
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Gracious Majesty would find a 

use for a man of fifty five. 
The surprise came a year later, 

and it came so suddenly that the 

only possible “farewell service” 

was the eight o'clock Holy 

Communion on Sunday, May 11th 

1941. 
My Church records contain the 

following laconic remark – “8.00 

a.m. Holy Communion. 

Celebrant, E. L. Andrews. 

Number of Communicants 51. 

Rector 

joined H.M. 

Forces.” 
And the 

next record 

in. my 

handwriting 

reads: 

Sunday 

Nov. 25, 

1946. 8.00 

a.m. Holy 

Com-
munion. 

Number of 

Communicants. Rector returned 

from P.O.W. Singapore. TE 

DEUM LAUD-AMUS”. And that 

just about ends the story. For 

with a 40% disability registered 

as such officially, and with about 

another 40% disability 

registering itself in his own 

consciousness there is little 

likelihood of your Rector 

launching out into any new or 

great endeavours. 
There is, however, one thing that 

would round it off and bring it to 

completion in the future. 

Somebody at some time (it might 

have been Oliver Cromwell) 

desecrated Sandon Church and 

destroyed the Lady Altar in the 

North Aisle. We know this to be a 

fact from the carved stone that 

still remains. Then somebody 

else filled the space with a very 

large 

organ. 

One of the 

first reso-
lutions 

that I 

made in 

1936 was 

to restore 

the 

Church to 

its original 

use and 

beauty. 

This 

resolution still remains unfulfilled, 

but, I still hope for its fulfilment in 

the not too distant future, and if 

should have to call upon my 

parishioners for the little extra 

contributions that will help to 

bring it to pass I am sure that I 

shall have, as I always have had, 

their eager and generous 

support. 

The Organ in the North Aisle circa 1951 
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Richard Cecil writing again. 

What is so wonderful to me 

about this is that following the 

death of Revd Andrews in 

September 1951 there must 

have been a 

great swell of 

determination to 

complete the 

project he 

proposed in 

January of that 

month. There is a 

plaque in the 

North Aisle 

marking that this 

re-ordering was in Revd 

Andrews’ memory. 

As I recall his daughter Beryl 

who continued to worship at 

Sandon until her death I realise 

how much this must have meant 

to her and her husband Pat 

Saltmarsh who loved ringing the 

bells. Reading press accounts at 

the time suggest that the current 

treble bell was hung in 1950. 

Since it is on the East side of the 

tower directly over the current 

site of the organ 

it makes sense 

that it was put in 

place before the 

organ was 

relocated. 

I am also struck 

by the lack of 

bitterness in 

Revd Andrews’ 

tone as he writes about his 

disability. This was a result of his 

treatment as a prisoner of war in 

his late fifties from which he only 

just survived. I urge us all to 

learn from this example of Christ 

centred service. 
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Golf Poem submitted by David Farrar 
In my hand I hold a ball,  

White and dimpled, and rather small.  
Oh, how bland it does appear,  

This harmless looking little sphere. 

By its size I could not guess  
the awesome strength it does possess. 

But since I fell beneath its spell,  
I’ve wandered through the fires of hell. 

My life has not been quite the same  
Since I chose to play this stupid game.  

It rules my mind for hours on end;  
a fortune it has made me spend. 

It has made me curse and made me cry,  
And hate myself and want to die.  
It promises me a thing called par,  

if I hit it straight and far. 

To master such a tiny ball  
Should not be very hard at all.  

But my desires the ball refuses,  
And does exactly as it chooses. 

It hooks and slices, dribbles and dies,  
And disappears before my eyes.  

Often it will have a whim,  
To hit a tree or take a swim. 

With miles of grass on which to land,  
It finds a tiny patch of sand.  

Then has me offering up my soul,  
If only it would find the hole.  

It’s made me whimper like a pup,  
And swear that I will give it up.  

And take to drink to ease my sorrow,  
But the ball knows ... I’ll be back tomorrow. 

Stand proud you noble swingers of clubs and losers of balls! Recent 
studies found the average golfer walks about 900 miles a year and 
drink 22 gallons of alcohol a year. So golfers get about 41 miles to the 
gallon! Kind of makes you proud. Almost makes you feel like a hybrid. 
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Racism 
Everyone seems to be in such a 

hurry to scream 'racism' these 
days.  A customer asked, "In 

which aisle will I find the Irish 

sausage?" 
The assistant asks, "Are you 

Irish?" 
The guy, clearly offended, says, 

"Yes I am. But let me ask you 

something.  
If I had asked for Italian sau-

sage, would you ask me if I was 

Italian?  
Or if I had asked for German 

Bratwurst, would you ask me if I 

was German? 
Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog 

would you ask me if I was Jew-

ish? 
Or if I had asked for a Taco, 

would you ask if I was Mexican? 
Or if I asked for Polish sausage, 

would you ask if I was Polish?" 
The assistant says, "No, I proba-

bly wouldn't." 
The guy says, "Well then, just 

because I asked for Irish sau-

sage, why did you ask me if I'm 

Irish?" 
The assistant replied, "Because 

you're in Halfords." 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

GRANT AND JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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Plot to Pot 

Is on holiday this month and 

plans to return next month. 

A Light Matter 

A photon was checking into a 

hotel and the receptionist asked 

if there was any baggage to take 

to the room. “No,” says the 

photon, “I’m travelling light.” 

 

 

 

 

The Girl, The Teacher 
and the Whale 
A little girl was talking to her 
teacher about whales. The 
teacher said it was physically 
impossible for a whale to 
swallow a human because even 
though it was a very large 
mammal its throat was very 
small. The little girl stated that 
Jonah was swallowed by a 
whale. Irritated, the teacher 
reiterated that a whale could not 
swallow a human; it was 
physically impossible. The little 
girl said, 'When I get to heaven I 
will ask Jonah'. The teacher 
asked, 'What if Jonah went to 
hell?' The little girl replied, 'Then 
you ask him'. 

Nineveh repented and Jonah 
resented it. He was a man of 
God albeit flawed. 
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Unlucky Numbers 

Some people think that the 

number 13 is unlucky but did you 

know that other countries and 

traditions have different ‘unlucky’ 

numbers? 
The numbers 4 and 9 are 

considered unlucky for the 

Japanese. Why? Because the 

Japanese word for ‘4’ sounds 

exactly like the word for ‘death’ 

and the word for ‘9’ sounds like 

the word for ‘suffering’. There are 

no rooms numbered 4 or 9 in 

many hospitals or hotels in 

Japan. 

Unlucky 

Joe: I’m so unlucky; my plastic 

fruit went mouldy. 
Jim: I’m more unlucky than that – 

my stuffed bird flew away. 
Jack: That’s nothing. 

When I went ice-
skating the rink 

caught fire! 

Bible Numbers? 
The answer to each 

of these questions 

about the Bible, is a 

number.  Ans P13 

1. How many psalms are 

there in the Book of 

Psalms?  
2. How many days did Jesus 

spend in the wilderness 

(Matthew, chapter 4)? 
3. How many times did Peter 

deny Jesus (Luke, chapter 

22)? 
4. How many daughters-in-

law did Naomi have (Ruth, 

chapter 1) 
5. How long did Methuselah 

live (Genesis, chapter 5)? 
6. How many days did 

Joshua march around the 

walls of Jericho (Joshua, 

chapter 6)? 
7. How many provinces did 

Ahasuerus rule over 

(Esther, chapter 1)? 
8. How many sparrows were 

sold for 2 pennies (Luke, 

chapter 12)? 
9. After how many years did 

Paul go again to Jerusalem 

with Barnabas and Titus 

(Galatians, chapter 2)? 
10. How many people were 

saved from the ship that 

Paul travelled on when it 

was shipwrecked on the 

island of Malta (Acts 27)?  
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 
Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 
 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


